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Bangladesh Association 
Fujairah

Wishes a Happy 
48th Independence Day

On March 26, 1971, Bangabandhu declared Bangladesh's 
independence following the crackdown on unarmed Bangalis 
at midnight on March 25 by the Pakistani occupation forces. 

After the nine-month-long Liberation War, Bangladesh 
achieved its cherished independence. Bangladesh 

Association Fujairah offers profound respect to the 
memories of the martyrs of the 1971 Liberation War.

All Bangladeshi residents in Fujairah is 
requested to be enlisted with the Association 

to make the organization more effective.

Please contact: +971 50 629 3588
or email to: t.thapan@yahoo.com 

evsjv‡`k mwgwZ, dzwRiv
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T oday is 26th March, the Independence Day of 
Bangladesh. On the occasion of our great Independence 
and National Day, I extend my heartfelt greetings and 

warm felicitations to my fellow countrymen living at home 
and abroad. 

On this historic day, I recall with profound respect 
the architect of our independence, Father of the Nation 
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. I pay my deep 
homage to the martyrs and valiant sons of the soil, who 
made the supreme sacrifice in the war of liberation. 

I also recall with deep reverence our four National 
Leaders, valiant freedom-fighters, organizers, supporters, 
our foreign friends and people from all walks of life who 
made immense contributions to attain our right to self-
determination and the war of liberation. The contributions 
of all would be written in golden letters in the history of our 
independence forever. 

We have achieved our hard-earned independence 
through huge sacrifices. Bangabandhu always cherished a 
dream of building a happy and prosperous country along 
with achieving political emancipation. Immediately after the 
independence, he had taken all out steps in rebuilding the 
economy of the war-ravaged country. Keeping that in mind, 
the present Government has been rendering untiring efforts 
in materializing the dream of Bangabandhu. 

After long struggle Bangladesh is now moving 
towards development and prosperity. Besides, the overall 
development, the implementation of mega projects like 
Padma Bridge, Metro Rail and Nuclear Power Plant are 
going on. With the launching of Bangabandhu Satellite, we 
have cemented our place in the space. We are dreaming of a 
developed Bangladesh by the year 2041. Bangladesh is now 
being branded as a role model for outstanding success in 
socio-economic development. 

In pursuing our diplomatic objectives, the government 
has been consistent in upholding the principle of “Friendship 
to all, malice towards none” as enunciated by Father of 
the Nation. Our achievement in international arena is also 
commendable. Our expatriate Bangladeshis have also been 
making significant contributions to our national economy 
through sending their hard-earned remittances. 

Nevertheless, we have to go a long way for achieving 
the desired goals of independence. We must ensure good 
governance, social justice, transparency and accountability 
to make the development people oriented and sustainable. 

Democracy and development complements each other. 
Jatiya Sangsad and the government have started the new 
journey after the eleventh parliamentary election. Collective 

initiative is necessary to implement the development ideas 
of the government and make the parliament meaningful. 

I hope that National Parliament would be the centre of 
hopes and aspirations of the people. For this, the ruling party 
as well as the opposition would have to play constructive 
role. Present Government has set ‘Vision 2021’ and ‘Vision 
2041’ respectively to materialize Bangabandhu’s dream 
of transforming Bangladesh into ‘Sonar Bangla’. Sincere 
and collective efforts are imperative to implement the 
programmes. 

Imbued with the spirit of war of liberation and democratic 
values, let us work together irrespective of party affiliation 
to make our hard-earned independence more meaningful. 
Let this be the pledge on the Independence and National Day. 

Khoda Hafez, May Bangladesh Live Forever. 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Md. Abdul Hamid
President of Bangladesh
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I convey my heartiest greetings and congratulations to my 
countrymen as well as all expatriate Bangalees on the occasion of 
the great Independence and National Day of Bangladesh. 
The 26th March is the day of earning self-identity of our nation. 

It’s the day of breaking the shackles of subjugation. On the eve of 
the Independence Day, I recall with deep gratitude the greatest 
Bangalee of all times, Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh 
Mujibur Rahman, under whose undisputed leadership we earned 
our coveted independence. I pay my deep homage to the 3 million 
martyrs and 200 thousand women who lost their honour in the War 
of Liberation. I also pay my tributes to four national leaders who 
steered the War of Liberation in the absence of Bangabandhu. My 
homage goes to the valiant freedom fighters, including the wounded 
ones. I extend my sympathies to those who had lost their near 
and dear ones, and were subjected to brutal torture during the 
war. I recall with gratitude our foreign friends who had extended 
their whole-hearted support and cooperation for the cause of our 
liberation. 

The Bangalee nation had fought against Pakistani rulers’ 
oppression and deprivation for long 23 years under the leadership of 
Bangabandhu. They were compelled to hold general elections in 1970. 
Bangladesh Awami League led by Bangabandhu won overwhelming 
majority in the elections. But the Pakistani rulers instead of handing 
over the power to the majority party in a democratic way; they 
launched repressive measures against them. Bangabandhu in his 
7th March historic address at the then Racecourse Maidan declared, 
“The struggle of this time is for emancipation, the struggle for this 
time for our independence, Joi Bangla.” He instructed the Bangalee 
nation to resist the enemies. 

The occupation forces unleashed a sudden attack and started 
killing innocent and unarmed Bangalees on the black night of the 
25th March 1971. They killed thousands of people in cities and 
towns, including Dhaka. The Father of the Nation Bangabandhu 
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman formally proclaimed the independence of 
Bangladesh at the first hour of the 26th March 1971. Bangabandhu’s 
proclamation was spread all over the country through telegrams, 
tele-printers and EPR wireless. The international media also had 
circulated Bangabandhu’s proclamation of independence. Under 
the brave and dauntless leadership of Bangabandhu, we earned the 
ultimate victory on the 16th December 1971 after a 9-month bloody 
war. 

The independence earned through supreme sacrifices of 
millions of people is the greatest achievement of Bangalee nation. 
To ensure that this achievement remains meaningful, all have to 
know the history of our great liberation war and retain the spirit of 
independence. The spirit of the liberation war has to be passed on to 
generation to generations. 

Being imbued with the spirit of the freedom struggle, the Awami 
League government has relentlessly been working to develop the 
country. We have been accomplishing the unfinished work of the 
Father of the Nation. We have achieved expected developments in 
every sector during last 10 years. Bangladesh has become the ‘Role 
Model’ of socio-economic development in the world. Our government 
is maintaining ‘zero tolerance’ policy to tackle militancy, terrorism 
and drug-menace. For the first time in the world, we have formulated 
a hundred year plan named ‘Delta Plan 2100’. Bangladesh is one of 

the five top countries in the world in economic development. Ninety 
percent of development work is financed by our own resources. We 
have executed the verdict of the trial of the killers of Bangabandhu 
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman establishing the rule of law. The verdicts 
of the trials of the war criminals are also being executed. The trials 
of war criminals will be continued as per our pledges to the nation. 
Due to the continuation of the Awami League government, grassroot 
people are now getting the dividend of the development. Bangladesh 
is moving forward and it will continue. The next generation will get a 
prosperous Bangladesh. 

The people made Bangladesh Awami League victorious in the 
recent 11th parliamentary elections. We will fully honour the huge 
mandate that the people of our country have given us. We will turn 
Bangladesh into a middle income country by 2021 and a developed-
prosperous one by 2041, InshaAllah.

 Let us come and uphold the development and democratic spree 
being imbued with the spirit of the freedom struggle. Let us engage 
ourselves for the welfare of the country and nation. Let us build a 
hunger-poverty-free and happy-prosperous Sonar Bangladesh as 
dreamt by Father of the Nation. On the historic day, let this be our 
commitment. 

Joi Bangla, Joi Bangabandhu 
May Bangladesh Live Forever. 

PRIME MINISTER’S MESSAGE

Sheikh Hasina, Prime Minister of Bangladesh
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On the occasion of 26th March- the great 
Independence and National day of Bangladesh, 
I extend my heartfelt greetings and warm 

felicitations to all Bangalees living both home and 
abroad. On this great historic day, I may recall with 
profound reverence the greatest Bangalee of all times, 
Father of the Nation, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur 
Rahman, who proclaimed country’s independence on 
March 26, 1971. Under his visionary leadership, we 
achieved our long cherished independence through a 
nine-month long armed struggle. With deep respect, I 
recall the supreme sacrifices made by our war heroes, 
the 3 million martyrs and the wounded freedom 
fighters. I also pay my profound gratitude to the people 
from all walks of life and especially the members of 
our Diaspora and the diplomatic front who, during 
and after our Liberation War, played a vital role in 
gaining international recognition. I also acknowledge 
with deep gratitude the enormous contributions of 
our foreign friends in the emergence of independent 
Bangladesh. 

The charismatic leadership of the Father of the 
Nation united the whole nation like a solid rock under 
one umbrella. Bangabandhu was not only the leader 
of the Bangalee but also a forerunner in realizing 
the rights of the oppressed and deprived people 
of the world. Bangabandhu, the great architect of 
our Libration War dreamt of a happy, prosperous, 
exploitation free and equitable ‘Sonar Bangla’ (Bengal 
of Gold). His able successor, his daughter, Hon’ble 
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina aims at becoming an 
upper middle income country by 2021 and developed 
country by 2041. She hopes to realize Bangabandhu’s 
dream “Sonar Bangla”, a prosperous. exploitation free, 
just and developed Bangladesh. 

Now Bangladesh is on a pathway to prosperity. 
Currently, Bangladesh is marching forward with 
more than 7.86% GDP growth rate. The number of 
working women has increased from 6% to 38% in 
the workforce. Introduction of six months leave, 
maternity and lactating allowances, establishment of 
free community clinics are few critical interventions 
which have lowered maternal mortality by a 67% and 
infant death by 75%. 

In the last ten years, the size of our national budget 
enlarged about five and half times. On one hand, 
while Bangladesh is now recognized as a ‘Role Model 
of Development’ on the other, it has been steadily 
achieving successes, earning many international 

awards and accolades. As a consequence, the United 
Nations has recently announced Bangladesh’s 
eligibility for graduation to the status of `Developing 
Country’ from Least Developed Country’. By successful 
launching of Bangabandhu-1 satellite- the first 
Bangladeshi geostationary communication satellite, 
we have embarked to communication technology to a 
new height. 

I congratulate all Bangladeshi Diaspora in every 
corner of the world that are contributing to the 
escalation of the image of Bangladesh. I thank all the 
members of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and our 
Missions abroad who have been working with deep 
commitment to uphold our national interest across 
nations. 

On this historic day of Independence, let us all vow 
to transform Bangladesh into a prosperous, technology 
based, developed Sonar Bangla.
Joi Bangla, Joi Bangabandhu 
May Bangladesh Live Forever.  

FOREIGN MINISTER’S MESSAGE

Dr. A.K. Abdul Momen, M.P.
 Foreign Minister of Bangladesh



BANGLADESH

BAROOD MEDIA SPECIAL REPORT MARCH 26, 2019 7

Today is 26 March, Our great Independence and National 
Day. This is the day of breaking shackles of subjugation; 
a day of reaching the enlightened world from the abyss 

of darkness. On this very day in 1971, the Bangalee nation 
started the War of Liberation against the misrule, exploita-
tion and repression of the Pakistani brutal ruler with the clar-
ion call of our Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mu-
jibur Rahman. Pakistani Occupation Forces committed one 
of the worst genocide indiscriminately on 25 March, 1971 to 
silence the Bangalee Nation forever. Diabolical Mass killing 
during liberation war is a black chapter not only in the his-
tory of Bangladesh, but also in the history of world humanity. 
In 2017, the august National Parliament of Bangladesh de-
clared March 25 as National Genocide Day to commemorate 
the genocide carried out by the atrocious Pakistani Forces on 
the black night of March, 1971. Bangabandhu, the Architect 
of Bangladesh, declared the independence of Bangladesh at 
the wee hour of 26 March in 1971. Bangladesh made its place 
in the world map as an independent and sovereign state with 
self-esteem through the nine-month long Liberation War. 

On this very day, I pay profound reverence to the great 
hero of the war of independence, the architect of great inde-
pendence, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman who led his 
people from the front in various movements and struggles 
from 1952 Language Movement to the 1971 Liberation War 
to the greatest achievement of Bengali Nationalism-indepen-
dent Bangladesh. With profound love and respect, I recall the 
supreme sacrifices made by our war heroes, the 3 million 
martyrs and the wounded freedom fighters. 

On this historic moment, I recall the contributions of the 
officials of the then Foreign Ministry who worked to build 
public opinion all over the world in response to the clarion 
call of Bangabandhu during liberation war. 

Bangabandhu had a dream of bringing smile in the face of 
Bangalee people. He wanted to make them free from exploita-
tion, hunger, poverty and subjugation. Daughter of our found-
ing father Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, the current 
Prime Minister of Bangladesh Sheikh Hasina has been leading 
the development pursuit of Bangladesh. Recently, the people 
of Bangladesh fortified their support on her with huge public 
support on the Eleventh General Election. 

As a result of pragmatic initiatives commenced by the 
Awami League government, now Bangladesh has been trans-
formed into a trade-dependent country from an aid-depen-
dent one. Currently, Bangladesh is marching forward with 
US$ 1,752 per capita income and more than 7.86% growth 
rate. As a result, Bangladesh has been recognised as a ‘Role 
Model of Development’. 

On this auspicious day, I thank all the members of the Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs and our Missions abroad who have 

been working with sustained dedication and commitment in 
achieving our foreign policy objectives and promote national 
interest of Bangladesh on the world stage. Also my heartfelt 
felicitations go to the Bangladeshi Diaspora who has been 
contributing unceasingly for the development of our moth-
erland by sending invaluable remittance and brightening the 
image of Bangladesh globally by practicing Bangla and Ben-
gali culture abroad. 

On this glorious day, being imbued with the spirit of our 
great Liberation War and with a view to building Bangaband-
hu’s dream of ‘Sonar Bangla’ (Golden Bengal), let us take a 
fresh vow to devote ourselves to work from our respective 
positions in advancing the ongoing development efforts of 
the present government to strengthen the hands of Hon’ble 
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina and build a better world for 
our future generations.
Joi Bangla, Joi Bangabandhu 
May Bangladesh Live Forever.   

STATE  MINISTER’S MESSAGE

Md. Shahriar Alam, M.P
State Minister for Foreign Affairs of Bangladesh
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The relationship be-
tween Bangladesh 
and the UAE has deep 

roots in the shared faith, his-
tory, culture and tradition. 
Both the countries started 
their journey of statehood 
in 1971 with the same aspi-
ration for peace, progress, 
social justice and develop-
ment. The dreams of nation-
hood of both the peoples 
were instilled by two great 
leaders, Father of the Nation 
of Bangladesh Bangabandhu 
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and 
His Highness Sheikh Zayed 
bin Sultan Al Nahyan, the 
Founding Father of the UAE.

The foundation of the 
relationship was laid by the 
visit of Sheikh Mujibur Rah-

man in 1974 to the UAE and 
was further strengthened by 
the visit of Sheikh Zayed bin 
Sultan Al Nahyan in 1984 to 
Bangladesh. The relationship 
moved forward during the 
following decades through 
mutual cooperation in var-
ious areas of development. 
The two countries worked 
together for world peace and 
also to improve the quality of 
life of the people. 

The UAE has long been a 
reliable development part-
ner and supported Bangla-
desh on various projects 
including infrastructure and 
energy. On the other hand, 
Bangladeshi engineers, tech-
nicians and other skilled/
semi-skilled professionals 
contributed in the power, 
energy, and infrastructure 
as well as banking and ser-
vice sector of the UAE. Ban-
gladesh manpower played a 
vital role in the economy of 
UAE in the early days of its 
journey towards progress 
and prosperity. 

Over the years, Bangla-
deshi workforce became an 
integral part of the UAE so-
ciety and economy through 

their participation in other 
sectors including construc-
tion, financial services, hos-
pitality, transport, municipal 
and household services etc. 
Bangladesh entrepreneurs 
are also running various 
businesses here that include 
maintenance companies, 

large perfumery, groceries 
to supermarkets, automobile 
workshops, electric equip-
ments and building material 
shops and retail outlets. 

Under the leadership of 
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasi-
na, this relationship between 
the two countries has got 
a new momentum. The re-
cently concluded visit of the 
prime minister is a testimony 
to this relation. The visit also 
exhibits the deep commit-
ment of the leadership of the 
two countries to further con-
solidate the brotherly bond-
age of the two countries.   

The prime minister vis-
ited the UAE from 17-20 
February 2019 that coin-
cided with the International 
Defence Exhibition (IDEX) 
2019. Sheikh Hasina attend-
ed IDEX Opening Ceremony 
on 17 February 2019. 

Bangladesh prime min-
ister was received by His 
Highness Shaikh Mohammad 
bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice 
President, Prime Minister and 
Ruler of Dubai, on 18 Febru-
ary 2019. They exchanged 
views on the bilateral issues 
between the UAE and Ban-

Fresh momentum in ties
By Muhammad Imran

Muhammad Imran 
Ambassador of Bangladesh to UAE

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina presenting His Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed 
Al Nahyan a commemorative photograph of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman 
with Sheikh Zayed taken in 1974.

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina during a conversation with His Highness Shaikh Mohammad bin Rashid Al Maktoum.  
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gladesh and ways to further 
develop and consolidate the 
relations in various fields. 
Sheikh Hamdan bin Moham-
mad bin Rashid Al Maktoum, 
Crown Prince of Dubai, and 
Mohammad bin Ahmad Al 
Bowardi, Minister of State 
for Defence Affairs, was also 
present during the meeting. 

Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina was received by His 
Highness Sheikh Mohamed 
bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown 
Prince of Abu Dhabi and 
Deputy Supreme Command-
er of the UAE Armed Forces, 
on 18 February 2019 at Al 
Bahr Palace, Abu Dhabi. Wel-
coming the prime minister, 
Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed 
expressed hope that the visit 
will help advance the mutual 
cooperation to achieve the 
progress and prosperity of 
the two countries. 

The prime minister 
briefed him about the re-
cent socio-economic devel-
opments in Bangladesh and 
about Vision 2021 and Vision 
2041. They discussed about 
the possibility of investment 
in various sectors in Bangla-
desh including the areas of 
education and health. Sheikh 
Mohammed showed keen in-
terest to build a world-class 
hospital in the land given to 
Sheikh Zayed in Chottogram 

during his visit to Bangla-
desh in 1984. He assured 
the prime minister that the 
UAE will extend its support 
for the development of Ban-
gladesh. Sheikh Hasina pre-
sented Sheikh Mohammad a 
commemorative photograph 
of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mu-
jibur Rahman with Sheikh 
Zayed taken in 1974.

After the exclusive bi-
lateral meeting, the Bangla-
desh prime minister and 
her delegation was invited 
to the traditional Al Bahr 
Palace weekly Majlis. She 
met  Sheikh Hamdan bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan, Ruler’s 
Representative in Al Dhafra 
Region; Dr. Amal Abdullah 
Al Qubaisi, Speaker of the 
Federal National Council 
(FNC); Sheikh Tahnoun bin 
Mohammed Al Nahyan, Abu 
Dhabi Ruler’s Representa-
tive in Al Ain Region; Sheikh 
Nahyan bin Zayed Al Nahy-
an, Chairman of the Board 
of Trustees of the Zayed bin 
Sultan Al Nahyan Charitable 
and Humanitarian Founda-
tion, Lt. General Sheikh Saif 
bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister 
of Interior, and other sheikhs 
and ministers at the Majlis. 
Foreign Minister of Bangla-
desh Dr. A. K Abdul Momen, 
State Minister for Expatriate 

Welfare and Overseas Em-
ployment  Imran Ahmed and 
State Minister for Power, En-
ergy and Mineral Resources 
Nasrul Hamid and senior 
members of the delegation 
accompanied the prime 
minister. Sheikh Mohamed 
bin Zayed accepted the in-
vitation to visit Bangladesh 
and expressed hope that he 
would be able to visit the 
country soon.

Earlier on the day, the 
prime minister also paid a 
courtesy call on the Moth-
er of the Nation of the 
UAE Sheikha Fatima bint 
Mubarak at her Palace. The 
meeting was held in a very 
cordial atmosphere and was 
followed by lunch. 

Another highlight of the 
visit was the meetings of the 
prime minister with leading 
figures of both the public and 
private sectors of the UAE to 
discuss trade and investment 
opportunities in Bangladesh. 
Sultan bin Saeed Al Mansou-
ri, Minister of Economy of 
the UAE, paid a courtesy call 
on the prime minister. He 
was accompanied by  Sheikh 
Ahmed Dalmook Al Mak-
toum, Member of the Ruling 
family of Dubai and Sultan 
Ahmed bin Sulayem, Chair-
man, DP World. Four MoUs 

were signed in presence of 
the prime minister for coop-
eration in the fields of pow-
er, energy and infrastructure 
development including port, 
economic zone etc.  

Leading businessmen of 
the UAE namely Yusuff Ali, 
Chairman, Lulu Group and B.R. 
Shetty, Chairman, NMC Group, 
met the prime minister and 
shared their ideas on future 
investment in Bangladesh. 

The prime minister also 
had an interaction with the 
mainstream UAE media in-
cluding the national dai-
lies Gulf News and Khaleej 
Times. She also exchanged 
views with Bangladesh com-
munity in the UAE. 

The visit of Sheikh Hasina 
to the UAE has opened a new 
chapter of bilateral relations 
between the two brotherly 
countries. The UAE investors 
from both public and private 
sectors showed keen interest 
in investing in Bangladesh 
in various sectors. Within a 
week of the visit, a number 
of delegations from UAE have 
visited Bangladesh to ex-
plore investment potentials. 
The concerned Bangladesh 
authorities have expressed 
their readiness to extend all 
necessary support to the in-
vestors from the UAE.

Bangladesh Foreign Minister Dr. A. K Abdul Momen & UAE  Foreign Minister Sheikh 
Abdullah bin Zayed Al Nahyan shake hands during a meeting in Abu Dhabi recently.

State Minister for Power, Energy and Mineral Resources of Bangladesh Nasrul 
Hamid and Emirates National Oil Company (ENOC) Group CEO Saif Humaid Al 
Falasi signing an MoU in presence of Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina 
and UAE Minister of Economy Sultan bin  Saeed Al Mansuri  on 19 February 2019 
in Abu Dhabi.
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Bangladesh is one of the prominent and fast 
growing economies of the world now. The 
country marches ahead with a tremendous 

pace of socio-economic development to become 
a higher middle income country by 2021 and a 
developed, technology based prosperous nation 
by 2041. It is reported to be one of the most 
promising 11 economies of the world. Currently, 

Bangladesh is the 43rd largest economy in the 
world in terms of total GDP. 

The country already uplifted its status from 
LDC to a developing country fulfilling all the three 
criteria of the United Nations. Bangladesh is the 
third country in the world expected to maintain 
its higher GDP growth rate after China and India 
in the next five years. Bangladesh Bureau of 
Statistics (BBS) reports that in the current fiscal 
year 2018-19, the GDP growth rate of the country 
will reach 8.13% with a per capita income of 

$1909. 
An international study predicts that 

Bangladesh will be the 23rd largest economy of 
the world by the year 2030. Projections suggest 
that the economy of Bangladesh will grow to  
$1324 billion in 2030 and, then, to $3064 billion 
in the year 2050. 

Currently, Bangladesh is implementing many 
mega projects such as construction of Padma 
Bridge, Ruppur Nuclear Power Plant, launching 
of Bangabandhu Satellite-2, construction of 

deep sea ports, construction of tunnel under the 
Karnaphuli River; coal based power generation, 
use of alternative energy for power generation, 
private investment in power sector, augmenting 
production and storage of gas, construction of 
LNG terminal, roads and bridges development, 
development of highways, development of 
railway, development of ports and waterways, 

development and extension of airport, restoring 
river navigability and flood control, coastal 
area management, creation of special economic 
zones, economic corridor and high tech parks 
etc to maintain its higher GDP growth rate and 
to generate employment. The country already 
demonstrated its ability to successfully implement 
some big projects by its own resources. 

Bangladesh appears as a role model for 
the rest of the developing world with its firm 
determination and wholehearted efforts for 
socio-economic development, prosperity and 
global peace. The country made remarkable 
achievements in the major socio-economic sectors 
such as agriculture, industry, power generation, 
infrastructure development, education, health, 
social safety net, women empowerment, poverty 

Best climate for investment 
By  Dr. A.K.M. Rafique Ahammed

Rooppur nuclear power plant. Picture: Courtesy Dhaka Tribune

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina meets with  Lulu Group International  Managing Director Yusuf Ali MA.

Dr. A.K.M. Rafique Ahammed
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reduction, telecommunication and ICT over the 
last 10 years under the visionary leadership of 
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina. 

The country has attained self-sufficiency in 
food by increasing its food production manifolds. 
Bangladesh now ranks the fourth, fifth and 
sixth positions in the world for producing fish, 
vegetables and rice respectively. Bangladesh is 
being widely praised internationally as one of 
the highest achievers of Millennium Development 
Goals (MDG) while the country makes a firm 
commitment to the Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDG). 

Bangladesh attaches high importance to 
growth in export and investment. Trade and 
investment form an essential component of 
Bangladesh’s development strategy now making 
the country least dependent on foreign aid. 
Bangladesh has become a trade dependant 
country these days leaving behind its ill fate of 
much dependence on foreign aid. The country 
has emerged as a prominent trading partner of 
the world with its export goods ranging from 
shirt (RMG) to ship (ocean going vessel). The 
tremendous potential of the country lies with 
its huge young and skilled workforce of below 
25 years of age which is almost 60 per cent of 
the total population. This further creates an 
excellent opportunity for the country to export 
its manpower and to attract Foreign Direct 
Investment (FDI) due to the availability of cheap 
and skilled workforce. 

The economic zones and export-orientated 
industrial enclaves have all the transport, logistics 
and infrastructure to fulfil the need of foreign 
investors. Energy prices in Bangladesh are the 
most competitive in the region ($0.09 per kwh). 
Infrastructure and power generation is a leading 
government priority. Bangladesh currently offers 
an attractive range of incentives to investors. 
These include:

Investing with 100% equity (and/or joint 
ventures) with unrestricted exit

Tax holidays for 5-10 years for selected 

sectors
Remittance of royalty-technical know-

how-technical assistance-franchise and other 
permissible fees

Tariff concessions on import of capital 
machinery and raw materials

Cash incentives and export subsidies ranging 
from 5-20% on the FOB value of selected products

Funds for export promotion, and export 
credit guarantee scheme

Investors are permitted domestic sales for up 
to 20% of the produce.

A sizeable population of over 160 million 
and a rapidly growing middle class create an 
advantage of huge local market in the country. 

Bangladesh’s strategic geographic position 
provides access to a regional market of three 
billion young and brand-conscious consumers. 
According to a Japan External Trade Organisation 
(Jetro) study, corporate profitability is the highest 
in Bangladesh relative to its peer countries in the 
region. 

Political and economic stability, social 
cohesion and a dynamic business environment in 
Bangladesh are giving the country a new identity 
of South Asian Powerhouse.

(The writer is a Commercial Counsellor at 
Bangladesh Consulate General in Dubai.)

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina meets with  NMC Healthcare  Founder and Chairman Dr B.R. Shetty. 

Workers busy in work at a textile factory in Bangladesh 
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Armed forces of Bangladesh 
played a glorious role in the war 
of liberation in 1971. They have 

been contributing to the progress and 
development of the country since the 
independence. They have also earned 
reputation beyond the borders for 
their bravery and professionalism. The 
world class training institutions based 
in Bangladesh have earned respect 
due to their international standard. 

At present, Bangladesh is one of the 
top contributors of troops to the UN 
Peace Keeping Missions including few 
women-only contingents in various 
trouble spots around the globe.   

Bangladesh armed forces maintain 
close cooperation with many countries 
of the world including the Gulf region. 
The history of defence cooperation 
between the UAE and Bangladesh is 
quite long. There have been regular 
exchanges of visits and trainings 
between the armed forces of both the 
countries. Bangladesh regularly offers 
both short-term and long-term training 
courses for UAE cadets and officials. 
Official delegations from Bangladesh 
led by senior officials regularly attend 
the Dubai Airshow and the IDEX in 
Abu Dhabi and various security related 

seminars, conferences and symposiums. 
The relations, however, got 

momentum during the last few months 
ue to the exchange of few high level 

Boost in defence cooperation 

Meeting of Chief of Army Staff of Bangladesh General Aziz Ahmed with Lt. General Hamad Mohamed Thani Al Rumaithi, Chief of Staff of the UAE 
Armed Forces in Abu Dhabi in November 2018. The UAE Land Forces Commander Major General Saleh Mohamed Saleh Al Ameri and Ambassador of 
Bangladesh to the UAE Muhammad Imran are also present during the meeting.

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina visits IDEX stalls after the opening ceremony on 17 February 2019

Bangladesh Navy Ship ‘BNS Dhaleswari’ 
berthed at the NAVDEX Jetty in Abu Dhabi in 
February 2019

By Mohammad Jobayed Hosen

The relations between 
UAE & Bangladesh got 
momentum during the 

last few months due 
to the exchange of few 
high level official visits
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visits. The Chief of Army Staff of 
Bangladesh General Aziz Ahmed visited 
the UAE from 10-13 November 2018 
at the invitation of the Chief of the 
UAE Armed Forces. During the visit, 
he met Lt. General Hamad Mohamed 
Thani Al Rumaithi, Chief of Staff of 
the UAE Armed Forces, and the Land 

Forces Commander Major General 
Saleh Mohamed Saleh Al Ameri. Aziz 
Ahmed also visited various defence 
establishments in the UAE. 

Rear Admiral Sheikh Saeed bin 
Hamdan bin Mohammad Al Nahyan, 
Commander of UAE Naval Forces, 
visited Bangladesh from 28-29 January 

2019. During the visit he met with 
Chief of Naval Staff of Bangladesh Vice 
Admiral AMM Mohammad Aurangzeb 
Chowdhury at the Naval Headquarters 
in Dhaka. He also paid courtesy calls 
on the Hon’ble Prime Minister of 
Bangladesh and the Chief of Army Staff 
and Chief of Air Staff. 

Vice Admiral AMM Mohammad 
Aurangzeb Chowdhury visited the UAE 
from 16-22 February 2019 to attend the 
Navy Defence and Maritime Security 
Exhibition 2019 and International 
Defence Exhibition 2019. A Bangladesh 
Navy ship ‘BNS Dhaleswari’ participated 
in the NAVDEX 2019 which was the 
first-ever visit of a Bangladesh Naval 
Ship to the UAE. 

The recent official visit of 
Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina coincided with the International 
Defence Exhibition 2019 and she 
attended the IDEX opening ceremony 
in Abu Dhabi. A delegation from the 
Armed Forces Division of Bangladesh 
also attended the IDEX-2019.

Rear Admiral Sheikh Saeed bin Hamdan bin Mohammad Al Nahyan, Commander of UAE Naval 
Forces meets Chief of Naval Staff of Bangladesh Vice Admiral AMM Mohammad Aurangzeb 
Chowdhury at the Naval Headquarters in Dhaka in January 2019.
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Bangladesh English Pvt. School & 
College based in Ras Al Khaimah  
is the only Bangladeshi institution 

in the Northern Emirates. The school 
that started as Bangladesh Islamia 
School in 1991 has been transformed 
into one of the finest non-prifitable 

community school.
The community leaders and  

members have  made efforts and 
extended their generous hands to build 
the school for their childen  and new 
generation.

The school got formal approval 

from the UAE Ministry of Education in 
1992. The school was shifted to the new 
premises after the former Ruler of Ras 
Al Khaimah  His Highness Sheikh Saqr 
bin Mohammed Al Qasimi donated a 
piece of land ( about 37,000 square 
feet) for the school.

BANGLADESH ENGLISH PRIVATE SCHOOL & COLLEGE

Affordable community school
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Bangladesh government has 
recognised the institution  and helped 
build the school into new premises. 
The support of Bangladesh Embassy  in 
Abu Dhabi and the Consulate General 
in Dubai have brought new life to the 
educational institution. 

The school provides education 
to children with affordable fees and 
books were distributed to children free 
of cost. More than 600 students are 
studying in different levels of the school 
from Primary to Higher Secondary 
Certificate courses.

The performance of students in 
different exams, sports and extra 
curricular activities are worth 
mentioning. The percentage of pass is 
about 100 per cent.

Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina has visited the school during 
her recent visit to UAE and encourage 
students and teachers to gain quality 
education. She extends her full support 
to the school and asked  business people  
to contribute to the  school.

The school got affiliation  by the 
Board of Intermediate and Secondary 
Education, Dhaka, Bangladesh in 2000.

The school began its participation in 
all concerned Public Exams.

In 2012,  the school was  upgraded 
upto Grade 12 or H.S.C 

Mission
The mission of the school is to guide 

the students to be empowered to bring 
success and glory through dedication 
and commitment.

The vision of the school is to energize 
individuals with proper education.

Enlighten them with healthy mind & 
empower one and all to be the good 

citizens.

Discipline
The staff and students of BEPS are 

well disciplined.
The school aims to develop moral 

character, personal discipline, civil 
conscience, vocational efficiency and to 
teach the duty of citizenship.

Teachers are duly licensed 
professionals who pass dignity and 
reputation with high moral values 
as well as technical and professional 
competence who strictly adhere to 
observe and practice this set of ethical 
and moral principles, standard and 
values.

There is a committee who handles 
all kinds of offences. They are composed 
of class advisors and school discipline 
committee.

 The principal and the vice principal 
supervise all the staff in the school.

The students are regular and 
punctual in the class.

 They wear the prescribed uniform 
with tie, caps, scarf and bear the official 
school ID in the school campus.

According to Peyar Mohammed, 
President of the school:

New two storied building is going to 
be constructed very soon.

New land has been purchased 
adjacent to the school.

New buses are going to be bought  
very soon.

A  permanent accommodation was 
bought for the school teachers, drivers 
and other staffs. 

According to Md. Habibur Rahman, 
Principal of the school, the school’s 
main priorities for the coming year: are:

Dedication and hardwork of the 
work of the staff. 

Exemplary performance of student’s 
in the exams.

Quality management.
 Retaining the culture and heritage 

of Bangladesh.
Valuing the culture of the local 

community.Md. Habibur Rahman,

Al Haj Peyar Mohammed
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RAK school through lenses
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As “women’s empowerment”, a 
popular phenomenon of the 21st 
century, has become an important 
phrase, the governments, right groups 
and international organizations have 
been pushing it forward. It has got 
special attention to the world leaders 
and, thus, they specifically included 
it as one of the eight Millennium 
Development Goals (MDGs) and 
indirectly in at least another two MDGs 
in the UN-sponsored Millennium 
Summit in 2000. Fortunately, Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasina was one of 
the framers of the MDGs who had 
attended the Summit as then the Prime 
Minister of Bangladesh. Since then, 
countries including Bangladesh have 
been implementing multi-directional 
programs to achieve the goal and 
most countries have made spectacular 
progress in empowering women and 
gender equality. However, the world 
needs to do much more. 

Ideally, women are sound, women 
are fast, women are excellent finishers, 
women are as a force for change 
and women are easy to get along 
with household affairs, agriculture, 
workplace, civil society, intellectual 
arena and professionalism. In reality, 
women have been deprived equally in 
modern, poor and orthodox societies 
of everything they deserve to get. In 
agriculture, women, across the world, 
make up more than 40 percent of the 
labour force, but only represent 3 to 
20 percent of landholders. In Africa, 
women-owned enterprises make up as 
little as 10 percent of all businesses, and 
in South Asia, they are only 3 percent. 
Despite representing half the global 
population, women compromise less 
than 20 percent of the world legislators. 
Women still comprise two-thirds of the 
illiterate across the world. And, the 
World Bank estimates that half of the 
out-of-school girls in the world live in 
Sub-Saharan Africa and one-quarter of 
them live in South Asia. Violence against 

women is common in all societies. Every 
year, at least two million women and 
girls are trafficked into prostitution, 
forced slavery and servitude. Gender-
based violence hurts women and their 
families, and it reinforces inequalities 
between men and women throughout 
the world. 

If we can erase these inequalities 
and put women on equal footing with 
men, we would be able to unlock human 
potential on a transformational scale. 
Just by empowering women farmers 
with the same access to land, new 
technologies and capital as men, we 
can increase crop yields by as much as 
30 percent and feed an additional 150 
million people.

Bangladesh has made a phenomenal 
success in women’s empowerment and 

eliminating gender disparity in all areas 
especially during the last five years. 

Female education has, thereby, been 
encouraged  to empower women and to 
increase their involvement in the socio-
economic activities through providing 
girls with free education up to higher 
secondary school, monthly stipends 
to 11.90 million students of poor and 
needy families and also free textbooks 
to all up to the secondary level. 133,000 
girl students at the tertiary education 
are now included in the stipend 
program since 2013 as an investment 
that will pay dividends for generations 
to come. Itincreased the Gender Parity 
Index (GPI) in tertiary education to 0.8 
in 2013 from 0.3 in 2008. GPI reached at 
1.10 in 2011 in primary education and 
1.13 in secondary education. Education 
is thus critically important to peace, 
prosperity and empowerment.

The Government has taken 
initiatives to ensure that women have a 
real voice in all governance institutions, 
from the judiciary to the civil service, 
as well as in the private sector and civil 
society, so that they can participate 
equally with men in public dialogue 
and decision-making and influence the 
decisions that will determine the future 
of their families. The government’s 
policies have also helped grow women 
leaders at the grass-root to the topmost 
level. In politics, so far 14,000 women 
are elected to the local government 
bodies and 69 to the present Tenth 
Parliament. 

Bangladesh has now become a role 
model in the developing world not 
only for its speedy socio-economic 
development but also for women’s 
empowerment. The developing world 
should follow suit as it is imperative to 
integrate gender equality and women’s 
empowerment into poverty reduction, 
good governance, crisis prevention 
and recovery and environment and 
sustainable development. No one 
should be a bystander.

 Empowering Women is a Must
By Bijan Lal Dev

Women Empowerment 
Award to Sheikh Hasina

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina was 
awarded ‘Lifetime Contribution for 
Women Empowerment Award’ on the 
premises of City Cube-ITB in Berlin 
on March 7, 2019 on the occasion of 
International Women’s Day.
Bangladesh Ambassador to Germany 
Imtiaz Ahmed received the award 
given by Institute of South Asian 
Women (ISAW), an official release 
said.
State Minister for Civil Aviation and 
Tourism Md Mahbub Ali, among 
others,
was present at the award giving 
ceremony.
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The ‘March’ to Modern Bangladesh

The month of March holds a lot of joy 
and is a colourful and vibrant period for 
Bangladeshis.  The sights and sounds 
of March are very strongly etched in 
people’s minds and the season holds 
much happiness and delight for fellow 
compatriots.

Bangladesh is the only nation that 
could interpret the ‘Language of March’ 
effectively and profoundly. Several key 
developments in our nation’s ‘march’ 
occurred this month. The month 
of March holds much promise and 
potential. It is the month of power 
for the nation. We commemorate 
Bangladesh Independence Day this 
month as our country attained freedom 
on 26 March 1971. 

March also gave birth to the 
bravest son ever in the history of the 
Bangladesh. March wiped out the 
intolerable sufferings of the nation 
giving birth to independence and 
freedom. The visionary Sheikh Mujibur 
Rehman, our redeemer, the Hero of 
the heroes, was born on 17 March 
1920. Jatir Jônok or Jatir Pita, both 
meaning “Father of the Nation” as 
he was popularly known as, is easily 
the greatest leader the country has 
produced.

Our Father of the Nation provided 
us liberation and we broke the chains 
of oppression. The current Prime 
Minister of Bangladesh Sheikh Hasina 
has continued this mantle and has 
shouldered the duty of carrying her late 
father’s dream to the masses. 

Economic Powerhouse 
We are now on the path to economic 

progress. We are trying hard to eliminate 

poverty from the country. The competent 
daughter of the Father of Nation has 
successfully launched the satellite 
Bangabandhu-1 into orbit, which has 
brought home the advantages and 
glamour of our space conquering nation. 

Other developments include the 
Padma Bridge, the four-lane Dhaka-
Chattogram Highway, the Metro Rail, 
the Karnafuly Tunnel and several 
electricity generating plants. These are 
some of the best accomplishments of the 
present government. So, Bangladesh is 
now actually on the right track to reach 

Vision 2021 and Vision 2041.
Today’s modern Bangladesh is the 

result of the wise leadership of our 
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina. Much of 
the economic progress can be attributed 
to her farsighted leadership. 

Today’s Bangladesh is a different 
country well on track to advancement. 
This splendid and astounding nation is 
our pride and it is our hope that things 
will only get better in the future.

Joy Bangla, Joy Bangabandhu. 

(The writer is an engineer based in Abu Dhabi)

By Ashish Barua
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The Bangladesh Association—
UAE, was established in 1974 to 
promote and share the values 

and rich cultural heritage of Bangladesh 
and to be of assistance for Bangladeshi 
citizens living in UAE.

Following independence from 
Pakistan in 1971, it was the desire of 
Bangladesh expatriates to organize and 
cohere the country’s diaspora and also 
promote the country’s traditions and 
historic ideals.

The visit of Bangabandhu Sheikh 
Mujibur Rahman, the Founder of 
Bangladesh, to the UAE in 1974 
triggered the initiative and set in motion 
the opportunity for Bangladeshis to 
rally round the Association. 

During his official visit, the 
Bangladeshi leader proposed to His 

Highness Sheikh Zayed Bin Sultan Al 
Nahyan, the Founder of UAE, and the 
proposal was readily accepted. That was 
a very strong testimonial and recognition 
of our community here in UAE.

East Coast Representation 

Opening an East Coast Branch 
of the Bangladesh Association was 
not easy and there were a couple of 
challenges. However, a handful of 

motivated, dedicated, professionals 
and other charitable and noble persons 
persevered and eventually established 
it in Fujairah.  

The Bangladesh Association proudly 
remembers them. These include 

Engr. Nurul Aziz Choudhury
Engr. Nazibur Rahman 

Engr. Abul Hasan
Engr. Ferdous Khan
Engr. Fakruddin
Engr. Manos Barua
Nasirul Islam and Abdul Kalam Azad, 
The Consulate General of Bangladesh, 

Dubai at that time. 

In 1996 His Highness Sheikh Hamad 
Bin Mohammed Al Sharqi, the Ruler 
of Fujairah, approved the East Coast 
Branch of the Bangladesh Association 
and finally on 15 May 1999, the Federal 
Government also put its seal of approval.

Now following a revamp, the 
Association is now registered with the 
Community Development Authority.

Our Vision

The vision of the Bangladesh 
Association is to enrich the lives of the 
people of Bangladesh-origin living in 
UAE by inspiring their minds and spirits 
to create a sense of pride in maintaining 
their unique Bangladeshi identity here 
in the UAE.

The Bangladesh Association 
intends to project the rich culture and 
heritage of Bangladesh to the younger 
generation in particular by fostering 
social and cultural awareness among 
the Bangladeshi community in general.

It also endeavours to promote 
mutual understanding, goodwill and 
co-operation among the citizens of 
Bangladesh living in UAE.

The Association is also committed to 
create opportunities for Bangladeshis 
in UAE to keep them posted with 
the contemporary situation and 
developments in Bangladesh.

Promoting opportunities for Foreign 
Investment and Tourism in Bangladesh 
through promotion and presentations

Sharing culture by collaboration 
and interacting with the local people 
creates a strong bonding between our 
community people and local people. 

Bangladesh Association Fujairah 

Continuing with golden legacy

 Ambassador of Bangladesh to the UAE Muhammad Imran with Tapan Sarkar & Rana Jyotish Chakma 
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Our Mission
The mission of our Association is to 

work for the betterment of Bangladesh 
and non-resident Bangladeshi people 
working in UAE.

Facilitate the social, educational 
and economic welfare for Bangladeshi 
people living in UAE and promote our 
country together with countrymen in 
the United Arab Emirates.  

The Bangladesh Association 
Fujairah has been dedicating itself to 
the service of the community members 
providing them all possible assistance 
in multiple instances. 

With the support of the Consulate 
General of Bangladesh in Dubai, we are 
assisting citizens by providing passport 
renewal facilities at their door step 
through mobile services.  

We also promote good 
communication between Bangladeshi 
and UAE communities to share our 
culture and knowledge.

The Association periodically 
conducts various programmes in 
which Bangladeshi citizens can directly 
involve and contribute for the good of 
the community. 

Iqbal Hossain Khan, Consul General  of Bangladesh in Dubai, during a sport event in Fujairah
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Remittances to Bangladesh are 
expected to cross the $15 billion 
mark by the end of the current 

fiscal year in June 2019, Bangladesh 
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina told 
media during her recent visit to the UAE 
in February 2019.

The UAE is the second home of 
more than 700,000 Non-Resident 
Bangladeshis (NRBs). Out of around 
10 million NRBs, approximately five 
million live and work in the Middle East.

The number of Bangladeshis going 
for overseas employment has been 
doubled in the past four years. In the 
financial year 2014-2015, 453,398 
Bangladeshis got overseas jobs and in 
the financial year 2017-2018 it became 
almost double – more than 867,128.

In 2014-15, the total inward 

remittance was $15.32 billion, which 
dropped to $14.93 billion in 2015-16 
and to $12.77 billion in 2016-17.

The situation improved in 2017-18 
with a total remittance of $14.98 billion 
due to some policy measures taken by 
the government to use formal channels. 
“The trend of this year is robust - $9 
billion in the first seven months of the 
current fiscal year 2018-19. Hopefully 

it will cross $15 billion at the end of the 
fiscal year,” Sheikh Hasina said.

The prime minister said that the 
growth of Internet services throughout 
Bangladesh under the Government’s 
Digital Bangladesh campaign, as 
well as the availability of electronic 
banking services, should help reduce 
remittances through illegal channels.

There are a couple of banks that 
allow expats to transfer money through 
legal channels, and their families can 
collect the funds in a short span of time. 
The government has also instructed all 
embassies to visit institutions and to 
act against any irregularities.

In 2018, Bangladeshis sent total 
remittances worth Dh5.67 billion 
from the UAE, according to the UAE 
Central Bank data. The overall share 
of the NRBs in the UAE’s total outward 
personal remittances was 13.4 per cent 
in 2018 with an average of more than 3 
per cent for all the four quarters of last 
year.

The outward remittances share 
of NRBs was 3.1 per cent or Dh1.35 
billion in the first quarter, increased 
to 3.6 per cent or Dh1.60 billion in the 

Remittance inflow to cross $15b
By Abdul Haque Chowdhury

In 2018, Bangladeshis sent total 
remittances worth Dh5.67 billion 
from the UAE, according to the 
UAE Central Bank data. The overall 
share of the NRBs in the UAE’s total 
outward personal remittances 
was 13.4 per cent in 2018 with an 
average of more than 3 per cent for 
all the four quarters of last year.
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second quarter, dropped to 3.1 per cent 
or Dh1.28 billion in the third quarter 
and increased to 3.6 per cent or Dh1.44 
billion in the last quarter of 2018.

In the UAE, there are reasons for 
Bangladeshis to send remittances 
through legal channels as the cost of 
money transfer is the cheapest in the 
country compared to other countries.

Expatriates in the UAE have seen 
the cost of sending money home getting 
costlier recently, as service providers 
have increased remittance fees to as 
much as 9.75 per cent.

According to the latest data 
compiled by the World bank, charges 

for forwarding funds from the Emirates 
to seven out of 12 popular destinations, 
including India, Philippines, Sri Lanka, 
Egypt and Indonesia, among others, 
went up by a few dirhams more in 
December 2018. 

In the UAE, the average cost of 
sending $200 for Bangladeshis is 
Dh13.65 compared to Dh23.40 for 
the Philippines, Dh25.81 for Nepalis, 
Dh25.84 for Indians and for Sudanese 
it’s highest at Dh71.66.

Remittances are the backbone of 
many developing countries outside 
the Gulf region. They are mainly used 
to cover the costs of basic expenses 

of expatriates’ dependents, such 
as housing, food, education and 
healthcare. Transferred funds also go 
towards migrant workers’ investments, 
savings, emergency and retirement 
funds back home.

Barood Media FZ LLC
Contact: baroodmedia@gmail.com / info@baroodmedia.com
www.baroodmedia.com, 
https:// www.facebook.com / BaroodMedia
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By Mostafiz Uddin

The ready-made garment (RMG) 
industry in Bangladesh is entering 
an important new chapter in its 

history. Decisions made now by the 
industry and its leaders could have 
important long-term ramifications. The 
industry has the chance to become the 
leading garment production centre in 
the world, providing high quality, fairly 
paid jobs to millions of people working 
in the lifeline industry of the country.

Supply chains in the global apparel 
industry are changing fast and these 
changes, while on the one hand being 
a threat, are also a source of huge 
opportunity. Demands placed on 
apparel suppliers—in terms of cost and 
compliance—are greater than ever. In 
this landscape of survival of the fittest, 
Bangladesh is fantastically placed. 
Why? To answer this question, first we 
must briefly revisit the history of the 
Bangladesh RMG sector as history is 
always the best guide to the future.

The industry is around 40 years old 
and began from nothing. To offer some 
perspective, the export of RMG from 
Bangladesh was only USD 3.5 million in 
1981. This figure had increased to USD 
10.7 billion in 2007, in large part thanks 
to the favourable trading arrangements 
that resulted in industrialised countries 
outsourcing garment and textile 
production to Asia.

Bangladesh has continued to 
benefit from duty-free access to some 
developed countries, especially the 
European Union, the result being that 
by 2018, RMG exports from Bangladesh 
had reached USD 30.61 billion in the last 
fiscal year and are continuing to grow. 
Bangladesh is now firmly established 
as the second largest garment and 
textile exporter in the world, behind 
only China. Vietnam is the next closest 
rival to Bangladesh, while other major 
exporters include Cambodia, Turkey, 
India and Myanmar?

The RMG industry provides jobs 
for over four million people and 
contributes over 83 percent of the 

country’s total export receipts. While 
some might view this as a potential 
weakness, Bangladesh can turn this 
into an advantage by marshalling 
resources, ideas, and investment which 
can be pumped in to make this industry 
the best in the world.

The Bangladesh government has set 
an RMG export target of USD 50 billion 
by 2021 which will undoubtedly be 
reached one day. But it is impossible 
to predict how long that will take 
given that there are so many variables 
which could impact on this growth. 
These include development of other 
garment production hubs, digitisation 
and mechanisation of the production 
process, the entry of new competitors 
from the African continent such as 
Ethiopia into the market and the 
changing dynamics of the international 
apparel industry.

The history outlined above would 
not be complete without mentioning 
the deadly Rana Plaza accident that 
happened in 2013. Rana Plaza was one 
of the world’s worst ever industrial 
accidents. Perhaps, for the first time, 
it focused the eyes of the world on 
Bangladesh’s RMG industry and forced 
people to reflect on the fact that, 
sometimes, there is a terrible price to 
be paid for cheap clothing. If Rana Plaza 
had a silver lining, it is that the incident 
provided a catalyst for the RMG industry 
in Bangladesh to implement much 

needed changes. More than 90 percent 
of the remediation both suggested by 
the Accord and Alliance have already 
been completed and the rest is ongoing. 
However, continuous improvement will 
be an absolute must for Bangladesh to 
achieve a genuine world class status 
throughout the RMG sector.

Since April 2013, Bangladesh’s RMG 
industry has undergone the most wide-
reaching and ambitious safety overhaul 
in industrial history. Led by the 
Bangladesh Accord for Fire and Building 
Safety and Alliance for Bangladesh 
Worker Safety, thousands of garment 
factories have been inspected by experts 
and carried out Corrective Action Plans 
outlining the safety improvements they 
need to undertake to bring them up to 
internationally acceptable standards. 
Many of these action plans have now 
been completed and, while there is still 
minor percentage to be done, there 
is no question that Bangladesh now 
boasts the safest garment production 
industry in the world.

Earlier, it was mentioned that 
Bangladesh’s RMG sector is embarking 
on a new chapter in its history. The safety 
overhaul which has been undertaken by 
the industry is an important part of that 
journey. To future-proof itself, then, 
Bangladesh’s RMG sector needs to take 
a slightly different path over the next 
decade — to integrate technology into 
the manufacturing process. Bangladesh 

RMG industry is the  major employer
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needs to embrace automation and 
technology at all stages of the garment 
production process, including design 
and development, cutting and sewing, 
washing and finishing, purchasing and 
delivery. Increase used of technology, as 
well as improving the quality and design 
of products will ensure that products 
reach customers quickly to keep up 
with the changing fashion trends. This 
path could potentially lead to continued 
job creation but many of these jobs will 
be in higher value-added areas.

Automation is a fact of life in the 
apparel production whether we like 
it or not. Bangladesh cannot afford 
to fall behind on this issue, as other 
garment manufacturing hubs are also 
exploring on how to use technology to 
boost productivity. We should embrace 
technology wholeheartedly, and this 
starts from the top downwards. This 
might include the establishment 
of special economic zones which 
encourage the use of technology by 
offering favourable tax regimes that 
encourages investment in technology, 
automation and most importantly, in 
skills development of people in line 
with the new technologies. A series of 
grants and subsidies could be made 
available to make this happen.

One consequence of the safety 
overhaul has been the shifting of 
business from smaller, less reputable 
operators to larger, often vertically 
integrated suppliers which are better 
placed to adhere to the increasingly 

stringent compliance standards 
of international brands. As well as 
investing heavily to improve and 
overhaul existing safety standards, 
these larger operators are also in a 
position to invest in other areas — in 
people, technology and automation.

Take a look at China, and you see 
a country which is already five years 
ahead of Bangladesh in this process. 
There, wages in the textile industry 
have risen steadily in line with increase 
in productivity. To emulate the Chinese 
model, Bangladesh needs to address 
two areas most urgently — education 
and technology.

In education, there is a strong need 
for greater levels of knowledge transfer 
between education and business. Many 
western countries have clear and 
well-developed knowledge transfer 
partnerships in place which sees ideas 
developed in colleges and universities 
being shared with the industry. Strong 
links have been forged between 
academia and industry, with spin-out 
of companies formed in universities 
often going on to achieve international 
commercial success. Many of the 
companies that have now become 
household names: Google, Facebook 
were conceived in universities. 
Bangladesh needs to learn from such 
examples.

A country which is more than 83 
percent dependent on one industry 
needs to place more emphasis on 
developing tomorrow’s leaders for 

that industry. The apparel industry in 
Bangladesh needs to draw the attention 
of the youth of the country, to show 
them the huge career opportunities 
that are to be found in the RMG sector. 
This could include a stronger emphasis 
on providing young people with a basic 
understanding of the sector, including 
the various levels of employment 
opportunities at the floor level, to 
merchandisers, designers, product 
developers and beyond.

Bangladesh also needs to think 
carefully about how it can develop an 
education system to provide the RMG 
sector with the industry leaders of 
the future who will allow the sector 
to compete at the higher end of the 
value chain and address the need for 
competent middle management. It is 
unfortunate that the RMG industry 
in Bangladesh often hires mangers 
from neighbouring countries such 
as Sri Lanka and India when there 
is an abundance of potential talent 
domestically available—if only they 
were nurtured the right way. Current 
industry leaders have a vital role to 
play here, visiting schools and colleges 
and providing input to government 
agencies about the long-term needs of 
the RMG industry. There is an urgent 
need to develop a cadre of upper level 
managers. The country’s business 
schools, in cooperation with BGMEA 
and BKMEA can develop training 
programmes for lower level managers 
to become upper level managers.
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The agriculture in Bangladesh 
is blessed by both nature and 
strategic location. Fertile lands 

and hardworking resilient common 
people equipped with both traditional 
and modern scientific knowledge are 
the main driving force of this sector.

The agro-based food industry is 
a fast-growing sector in Bangladesh 
contributing significantly to the 
economic growth (around 15% of the 
GDP) of the country and generating 

huge employment as well (more than 
60% of the labour force).

The agriculture sector of Bangladesh 
is claimed to be technologically self-
reliant as this sector has indigenous 
research facilities and own technologies 
to drive the industry. The Export Policy 
of Bangladesh has identified the agro-
based food industry as one of the highest 
priority sectors. The Government of 
Bangladesh recently declared Agro-
processing sector a thrust development 
sector in the country.

Bangladesh sets a good example in 
the developing world for attaining self-
sufficiency in food production. With its 
in-house research facilities, the county 
successfully increased its agricultural 
yields manifold in the recent past 
despite huge population pressure on 
the cultivable lands.

Currently, the country ranks 3rd, 

4th, 5th and 12th position in the world 
for producing fish, vegetable, rice and 
livestock respectively. These days, 
agriculture is not only the food-grain 
provider to the country, but it has also 
emerged as one of the most important 
export-oriented industries. Among the 
exportable food items of Bangladesh, 
processed foods, frozen fish, prawn and 
lobsters, green vegetables, meat have 
a huge market demand in the export 
destinations across the globe.

Agro-based food industry top priority
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Currently, the processed foods of 
Bangladesh are exported to more than 
100 countries of the world including 
Asia, Europe, America and Africa. The 
major export market of Bangladesh in 
food sector include UAE, KSA, India, 
USA, Canada, UK, Bhutan, Malaysia, 
Kuwait, Singapore, Qatar, Nepal, Angola, 
Digibuti, Australia, Bahrain, Ghana, 
Senegal, Guenabisu, South Africa, 
Thailand, Switzerland, Taiwan, Korea, 

Spain, Hong Kong, China, Pakistan, 
Myanmar, Mauritius, Maldives, Liberia 
etc. Bangladesh Export Promotion 
Bureau sets a target to increase the 
export earning in the food sector to 
US$6 billion by 2021 and US$25 billion 
by 2041.

Bangladesh, with the assistance 
of Bangladesh Export Promotion 
Bureau,regularly participates in Gulfood 
exhibition at Dubai World Trade Centre 

every year with a view to extending 
its export market in the MENA region. 
This year, Bangladesh’s participation in 
Gulfood 2019 was much bigger having 
45 food, drink and beverage companies.

In addition, a meat company 
of Bangladesh (Bengal Meat)
participatedin the exhibition privately. 
One of its products had been selected 
by DWTC as most innovative Halal Food. 
The exhibitors of Bangladeshexhibited 
their high-quality products in their 
stalls in Bangladesh Pavilion.

PRAN: A top F&B company

PRAN is one of the top F&B 
companies in the UAE that produces 
more than 500 food products under 
10 categories including juices, 
mineral water, carbonated beverages, 
bakery products, snacks, biscuits, 
confectionary, and dairy products. It 
is one of Bangladesh’s largest private 
employers, with around 95,000 staff. In 
addition, the group has engaged with 
more than 100,000 contract farmers 
across various crops.PRAN says it now 
exports goods to 141 countries around 
the world.It has exported $330 million 
in the 2017-18 fiscal year.

PRAN Board of Directors



BANGLADESH

28 BAROOD MEDIA SPECIAL REPORT MARCH 26, 2019

Bangladesh is bestowed with a 
bounty of nature and immense 
beauty. Its captivating natural 

beauties attracted many travellers from 
far and wide through the ages. The 
country is also heir to a rich cultural 
legacy. In two thousand and more 
years of its chequered history, many 
illustrious dynasties of kings and Sultan 
have rules and disappeared leaving 
their marks in the shape of magnificent 
cities and monuments, the desolate 
ruins that are still significantly visible 
in many places throughout the country. 

With pristine natural beauty, 
thought-provoking ancient relics 
and unique hospitality of the people, 
Bangladesh has blessed potentials to be 
an amazing tourist destination. Situated 
between India and Myanmar with the 
entire south edged by the Bay of Bengal, 
this south Asian country is crisscrossed 
by hundreds of rivers making it an 
interesting delta. Expansive green hills 
and valleys along with mangrove forests 
and long stretched of sandy and shark-
free sea beaches also add value to the 
spectacular natural beauty of this land. 
No wonder, this land attracted priests, 
traders and wanderers from different 
parts of the world since the ancient 
period. 

There are over seven hundred 
spots of tourist interest in the country. 
These include nature-driven ones 
like sea beach, green valleys, forests, 
archaeological and historical sites, 
iconic religious places, cultural 
events and man-made wonders. 
Thus, Bangladesh is a unique tourist 
destination where one can find the 
scopes for all kinds of tourist interest as 
well as investment.

Among the various archaeological 
sites and monuments the Buddhist 
relics are very significant, which are 
Paharpur (8th century AD)- the single 
largest Buddhist Monastery in south 
of the Himalayas and a UNESCO-
designated world heritage site, 
Mahasthangarh (3rd century BC)-the 

country’s oldest archaeological site, 
Mainamati- the seat of lost dynasties 
(Buddhist) etc, 60-domed Mosque at 
Bagerhat – a magnificent sultanate 
relics also a UNESCO designated world 
heritage site. 

The world’s longest unbroken 
beach (120 km) of Cox’sBazar is 
situated on a clean stretch comprising 
of miles of sands.Top of the list on any 
tourist’s wildlife itinerary is a visit to 
the Sundarbans (world’s single largest 
mangrove forest- a UNESCO world 
heritage site) to catch a rare glimpse 
of the Royal Bengal Tiger, in its natural 
habitat. Spread over 6000sq. km this 
riverine delta is criss-crossed by a 
network of rivers and creeks.

Dhaka, the capital of Bangladesh 
boasts of having some outstanding 
ancient monuments. Some of the 
more popular tourist’s destinations 
are Lalbagh Fort, built in 1678 AD. 
Sonargaon, the seat of Deva dynasty 
upto the 13th century, AhsanManjil, 
HusseniDalan (a Shiite monument), 
the Satgambuz mosque (seven doomed 
mosque built in 1680 AD) and the 
Dhakeshwari Temple. Sonargaon - 
the ancient capital of this land - is not 
very far from the present capital. It 

beholds old palaces. A folklore museum 
situated in the area showcases the 
finest handicraft products made in this 
country.

The Hill districts in the south eastern 
region of the country commands an 
exotic view of natural beauty. Accessible 
by road from the port city of Chittagong, 
it is tranquilheaven for nature lovers. 
Green hills and sprawling valleys are 
often dotted with waterfalls and small 
lakes. The unique lifestyle of the ethnic 
people adds value to the romance of 
this paradise.

Up in the north eastern part of 
Bangladesh in the region of Sylhet, the 
sprawling tea gardens offer a panoramic 
view. It is like a green carpet rolled out 
for miles and miles. For centuries, these 
tea gardens have been producing tea. 
The plucking of tea leaves by thousands 
of women in the waist-level thick tea 
bushes itself is a spectacular view.

Bangladesh is often called a land 
of mosques. It is obvious that with an 
over eighty per cent of the 140 million 
people being Muslims, there will be 
innumerable mosques. However, many 
of the mosques are ancient and reflect 
the taste and savoury of the early 
Muslim preachers and rulers. The 

Huge potential in tourism investment
By Ziaul Haque Howlader

Waterfalls in Kaptai, Bangladesh.
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60-domed mosque complex in Bagerhat 
(a world heritage site) near Khulna is 
unique with its architectural design. 
The Atia mosque in Tangail near Dhaka 
is still vibrant with its archaic designs. 
The Star mosques in the capital Dhaka 
show the craze for the beautification of 
holy places. The huge and magnificent 
national mosque – BaitulMukarram- 
in the heart of Dhaka is an imposing 
architectural beauty.

The people of Bangladesh are 
hospitable and resilient by nature and 
they always welcome guests to this land 
from time immemorial.Hospitality is 
the legacy for Asian; it is well-known to 
all that Asian hospitality is not like that 
of the other parts of the world.

Investment Opportunities:
To attract foreign investment 

more and more in the tourism 
sector of Bangladesh and achieve 
a consistent success from this 
industry, Bangladesh has taken some 
commendable initiatives including the 
creation of tourist accommodation 
and amusement facilities across the 
country. The government of Bangladesh 
has recognized tourism as an industry 
and framed a new National Tourism 
Policy in 2010 for the development of 
domestic and international tourism in 
the country. The government has also 
enacted ‘Tourism Protected Area and 
Exclusive Tourist Zone’ Law in 2010 
for attracting foreign investments in 
these ETZs. Under this law, about 35 
thousand acres of lands in different 
areas of the country have already been 
declared as tourism protected zones. 
Among the declared zones about ten 
thousand acres of lands are in Cox’s 
Bazar, about nine thousand acres are 
in Kuakata and the rest amounts are 
in different tourism potential areas of 
Bangladesh.

BPC has also taken the initiative to 
establish an Exclusive Tourist Zone on 
1164.8522 acres of land at Sabrung of 
Teknaf Upzila in Cox’s Bazar district 
under the Public-Private Partnership 
(PPP) mode. In this ETZ project, 
Bangladesh earnestly seeks foreign 
investment.

The above delineations clearly 
ascertain that the tourism industry of 

Bangladesh is a very potential sector for 
foreign investment. It can be certainly 
that the investment in tourism here 
would return benefit within a short 
time. Bangladesh would like to request 
the potential investors of the world to 
visit Bangladesh and explore the new 
windows for investment in the virgin 
tourism sector of Bangladesh.

Tourism sector being an investment-
hungry sector, the investors from across the 
world may come soon and get the benefit 
accordingly. A one-stop service will be 
provided by the Ministry of Civil Aviation 
and Tourism to the prospective investors. 

There are many segments of 
tourism for investment like setting up 
5-7 star hotels in Dhaka, Chittagong, 
Khulna, Mymensingh as well as other 
tourism potential areas of Bangladesh, 
installation of cable car in Cox’s 
Bazar upto Teknaf, development of 
international standard tourist facilities 
in the Chittagong Hill Tracts region, 
investment in airlines and development 
exclusive tourist zone (ETZ) at Sabrung 
under Teknaf Upazila in Cox’s Bazar 
district, installation of leisure tourism 
facilities in various places of Chittagong 
districts, installation of mega cruise 
ships facilities from Cox’s Bazar to 
Phuket- Bali-Singapore, etc.   

Off late, Bangladesh has witnessed 
a considerable size of domestic 
investment in its tourism sector 
by the private sector in the form 
of Hotels, Motels, Resorts, Theme 

Parks, Amusement Parks and Cruise 
Vessels etc. Some mega tourism 
projects under the PPP (Public Private 
Partnership) are also being considered 
to be implemented soon in the country. 
This will encourage foreign direct 
investment in the tourism sector of 
Bangladesh. 

Besides Biman, some promising 
private airlines of the country operate 
domestic and some international flights. 
The international airlines operating 
in Bangladesh are Dragon Air, Druk 
Air, Emirates, Gulf Air, Indian Airlines, 
Jet Airways, Kuwait Airways, Malaysia 

Airlines, Pakistan International Airlines, 
Qatar Airways, Saudi Arabian Airlines, 
Singapore Airlines, Thai Airways, 
Bangkok Airways, Turkish Airways, 
Mehin Lanka Airlines etc. Some more 
are in the pipeline to link Bangladesh 
with other countries.  

Bangladesh still being a less-trodden 
destination with diverse tourism 
products, foreign tourists can easily 
be attracted. Bangladesh is blessed 
with some unique tourist attractions 
that can be life-time experience for 
foreign tourists. Those destinations 
are worthof frequent visits. Therefore, 
investment will have a good returnin 
Bangladesh. We earnestly request you 
all to visit Bangladesh and invest in 
the latent treasures of the country. The 
long-term investment in tourism sector 
of Bangladesh will definitely reward 
you for a long-lasting period.
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Bangladesh have won 22 gold, 10 
silvers and six bronze medals 
in the Special Olympics World 

Games in Abu Dhabi. The event was 
held under the patronage of His 
Highness Sheikh Mohammad Bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan with a mission to 
promote increased social participation 
for people with intellectual disabilities 
and to create a more inclusive society, 
a press release from  Bangladesh 
Embassy in Abu Dhabi said.

Over 7000 athletes from more than 
170 countries have participated in the 
series of sports as well as in a variety of 
initiatives and activities held across the 
UAE from 14 to 21 March 2019. 

A 139-member strong Bangladesh 
delegation participated in this year’s 

games. The Bangladesh team took part 
in a number of events like Aquatics, 
Athletics, Badminton, Bocce, Football 
(male), Football (female), Handball 
(male), Handball (female), Table Tennis, 
Basketball and Volleyball. The events 
took place in two different venues 
in Abu Dhabi and Dubai. Embassy of 
Bangladesh in Abu Dhabi and Consulate 
General of Bangladesh in Dubai was 
closely engaged with the country’s 

delegation and extended all sort of 
cooperation and support to them.  

Bangladesh team won gold 
in Swimming, Athletics, Bocce, 
Badminton, Table tennis and Handball. 
Silver came in Swimming, Athletics and 
Handball. The spirit and confidence 
demonstrated by the players of Special 
Olympic Bangladesh team were 
remarkable. Bangladesh’s participation 
in the Special Olympics in such a 
scale and the achievements made by 
the players reflect the true spirit of 
inclusiveness that is nurtured in the 
society of Bangladesh.

Bangladesh win 22 gold medals

Ambassador Muhammad Imran with members of the Special Olympic Bangladesh team along 
with Embassy Officers

A medal winner of Special Olympic Bangladesh team

A Gold Medalist of Special Olympic Bangladesh celebrates his win along with his fellow medalists

Over 7000 athletes from 
more than 170 countries 
took part in the Special 

Olympics World Games in 
UAE
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Bangladesh Association 
provided excellent 
contributory support 

services to the Bangladeshi 
amnesty seekers for five 
months (from Aug to 
Dec 2018), this noble 
effort is acknowledged 
and appreciated by the 
community and the Embassy 
of Bangladesh in UAE.

Extended financial as 
well as emotional support to 
thecyclone / flood affected 
people in the home country as 
needed since 1974.

Bangladesh Association 
is accomplished as a model 
community get-together place 
for the Bangladeshi expatriate 
residing in UAE, with the team 
efforts.

Bangladesh Association is ready to support you 
to strengthen community relations.

Please contact: +971 2 6351 813

We wish 
all our countrymen and the UAE

a very happy 
48th Independence Day 

of Bangladesh.

Bangladesh Association UAE
(Abu Dhabi, Sharjah & Fujairah)

Remarkable achivements
By  Moazzem Hossain

Engr. Moazzem Hossain
President 

Bangladesh Association-UAE
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We wish
a very happy 

48th Independence Day 
of Bangladesh

to all our countrymen and the UAE

BANGLADESH ENGLISH PRIVATE 
SCHOOL & COLLEGE

RAS AL KHAIMAH - U.A.E

P.O.Box: 4626, Ras Al Khaimah - UAE
Tel : +971 7 2236 271, +971 7 2233 102


